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Inside This Edition
AEES’s President, Dr. Michael Burchell, highlights the second installment of the new
AEES Webinar Series, gives insight into the steps for making the JEED Journal a reality,
and provides an update on the status of the 2022 AEES Annual Meeting.

The annual meeting is just around the corner. Read the latest updates.

Each of the Society’s Committees provide updates on the important work they are
doing to grow and improve the society.

It is that time of year, membership dues are due! Help support the Society and all the
great work they are doing! Also, if you have an idea for a great logo design for the
JEED, please submit it for review.

Mauricio Arias, Assistant Professor in the Civil and Environmental Engineering

Department at the University of South Florida and a member of the AEES Journal of
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Ecological Engineering Design Committee. Learn about his research and teaching interests, his connections to ecological engineering, and a few fun facts about him.
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President’s Notes
By: Michael Burchell, PhD
AEES President

Greetings!
I don’t know about you, but the winter has seemed especially long and cold
this year – at least it has seemed that way to me in NC. (Our mid-west
members are surely to laugh out loud to hear me complain about our
winters!) But, I had the opportunity a few days ago to join some budding
citizen scientists in some NC wetlands. Even though the morning was cold,
the afternoon warmed up and the sounds of chorus frogs started to fill the
air. For me, that is my favorite first sign that spring is on its way! The
ecosystems that we have all had a hand in creating, restoring, or protecting
in our work in the field of ecological engineering are awakening from their
slumber.
Since our last newsletter, our members have been hard at work to
strengthen and grow this society. Things are really coming together on a
number of initiatives.

Planning for the 2022 AEES Annual Meeting in Baltimore (sponsored by the University of Maryland - June 21-23) is
nearly complete. I cannot wait for all of us to get back together! AEES Vice-President Dr. Stephanie Lansing and her
team at UMD continue to do an outstanding job in planning the meeting. They have secured an outstanding venue
and developed an incredible series of professional and social events. COVID trends over the last few weeks
continue to fuel our optimism that this meeting will be held even more safely in person. So be sure to block out those
dates on your calendar and start making plans to join us!
Our webinar series is off to a successful start. Over 140 people registered for Dr. Bill Mitsch’s seminar in December,
and over 100 registered for Dr. Desiree Tullos’ seminar in mid-February. If you were not able to attend, you can view
the webinars on our website https://www.ecoeng.org/aees-webinar-series.
Our Journal of Ecological Engineering Design continues to move closer to becoming a reality. A soft launch of the
journal will coincide with the 2022 AEES Annual Meeting where all meeting presenters will be invited to submit
manuscripts to test and refine the JEED submission and peer review protocols. A more formal launch of the JEED is
scheduled for 2023.
To complement our existing Odum Award for Ecological Engineering Excellence (the highest honor bestowed by AEES
for lifetime achievement) we have also drafted standards for the AEES Fellows Program. These standards will be
released at the annual meeting, with the first group of inductees scheduled for 2023.
We hope you will take a few minutes and enjoy the latest edition of this newsletter, and that it helps you feel more
connected to the society. Don’t forget to visit our website or share it (and this newsletter) with your colleagues across
all of the disciplines that combine to create the field of ecological engineering https://www.ecoeng.org/.
Serving as the President of AEES continues to be genuinely fulfilling because of our outstanding members. Remember
we also need your support through new memberships and membership renewals, which are due near the beginning
of the year.
Don’t forget - working together, we can strengthen this society and further build upon its foundation to make
meaningful impacts in the development of sustainable ecosystems that integrate human society with its natural
environment - for the benefit of both!

www. ecoeng.org ｜ 2

EDITION 3

AEES 2022 Annual Meeting

We are pleased to invite you to submit abstracts for the 22nd American Ecological Engineering Society (AEES) conference in
Baltimore, MD, USA, hosted by the University of Maryland from June 21 to June 23, 2022 at the Institute of Marine and
Environmental Technology (IMET). Abstract submissions for oral or poster presentations will now be accepted through March 1,
2022. This year’s meeting theme is “Designing for Our Future: Ecotechnology for Watershed Health in the Urban-Rural
Continuum." This will be an in-person conference.
We would like all AEES members and potential participants to fill out this anonymous participation interest form to gauge concerns
about an in-person AEES meeting from our membership, review our current COVID precautions and protocols, and give
suggestions on how we can make the meeting space safe and inclusive for all participants. Click here to complete form.
We are looking for Sponsors for the 2022 AEES meeting! Your sponsorship will support sessions to engage dialogue with industry
leaders, students, and university, federal, state, and NGO partners. Please find the sponsorship levels on the website. You can use
this form to indicate your level of support.
Please invite your colleagues, students, and friends to submit abstracts and become meeting sponsors. If you have specific
questions regarding abstract submissions, COVID protocols, or sponsorships, please contact me or Peter May directly.

Thank You,
Stephanie Lansing
Professor, University of Maryland
AEES Vice President and Conference Host
slansing@umd.edu; 301-405-1197

Peter I. May
Assistant Research Professor, UMD/ENST
Conference Co-Host
pimay@umd.edu ; 301-405-1259
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Committee Updates
Joining a AEES committee at any time of the year is strongly encouraged. Please contact the Committee Chair
if you are interested.

The conference committee is working hard to provide the best in-person conference experience for our 21st annual meeting from
June 21-23, 2022. We developed a COVID safety and inclusion survey to get suggestions and gauge interest from the membership
on attending this in-person conference. The conference abstract submission was extended to March 1st. Be sure to submit your
abstract on-time, as we would like to send abstract acceptances by March 15th to allow plenty of time for travel arrangements to
be made. Conference registration will open on March 15th. We encourage conference attendees to book accommodations through
the AEES room block at the conference venue, Tru by Hilton Baltimore East Harbor Hotel ($89.00 plus tax). Encourage your
colleagues and business partners to be an AEES sponsor: Please find the sponsorship levels on the AEES conference website. We
are looking forward to seeing everyone in a few months. This is going to be a fun and informative conference and we are excited
to finally spend time with each of you and grow through this experience as a society.

The AEES-DEIJ committee continues to meet regularly. Current efforts to develop a meeting code of conduct and a Diversity Equity
Inclusion and Justice statement are underway. The committee is also discussing other avenues to center DEIJ efforts at the AEES
2022 meeting in Baltimore.

Since the last newsletter, the recruitment committee met in December and January. We proposed to standardize AEES annual
memberships to a calendar year basis. We also discussed ways to generate interest and provide support for local AEES student
chapters. Finally, this committee was tasked to develop standards and procedures for AEES society awards. We proposed more
formalized standards and procedures for the existing Odum Award for Ecological Engineering Excellence (highest honor bestowed
by AEES for lifetime achievement) and for the new AEES Fellows Program, to be released at the annual meeting.

The Body of Knowledge (BOK) committee continues to meet regularly to advance both formal accreditation for ecological
engineering programs and a body of knowledge document. We are currently focusing on the body of knowledge at the B.S.
(undergraduate) level to support our accreditation efforts. With this, we have developed a series of spreadsheets to help identify
skills for specific learning outcomes, and plan to reach out to some of our members in the near future for review in their areas of
expertise...so be on the lookout!

The Student Committee meets monthly, and since the last newsletter we have been working on our bylaws in addition to
establishing supporting mechanisms for new and existing Student Chapters. We are excited to meet everybody at the Conference
and share thoughts and perspectives during the Student Design Competition. We are very happy about working together and
would love to have new members, so reach out if you are interested!
www. ecoeng.org ｜ 4

EDITION 3

2022 Membership Dues are Due!
Being a member of the American Ecological Engineering Society is a worth- while opportunity
to be a part of a community of scientists, engineers, students, and others passionate about
the design of systems for the benefit of nature and society. Additional benefits include:
 Discounts on registration fees for the annual AEES meeting


Discount on annual subscription to the Ecological Engineering Journal



Ability to list job postings on the AEES website



Subscription to the AEES listserv, keeping you abreast of all organization information

Membership dues are for one year (January 1st - December 31st)
Please visit our webpage https://www.ecoeng.org/membership where you can pay online.
The fee structure is shown on the website.

Call for JEED Logo Design Ideas
Every journal needs a good logo! We invite all AEES members - including faculty, students,
practitioners, and others – to submit their design idea for the JEED logo by March 11, 2022.
Submissions can be emailed to AEES-JEED Committee Chair Eric Roy at eroy4@uvm.edu. The
Co-Editors-in-Chief and AEES-JEED Committee will review all submissions and decide on a
logo. The final logo may not be identical to any one submission. For example, we may
combine ideas from multiple submissions or engage with a graphical designer to enhance a
member-submitted design. Here are some design tips:
 Keep it simple. The logo will need to be easily recognizable and look good at a small size.
We suggest clean solid lines without intricate detail, shading, or color.
 Convey meaning. We are looking for a logo that somehow represents the field of
ecological engineering and design.
 Use whatever format works best for you. We will accept both digital and hand-drawn
design ideas that may inspire the final digital design.
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AEES Member Spotlight
Dr. Mauricio E. Arias
Institution: University of South Florida
Department: Civil and Environmental
Engineering
Academic Position: Assistant Professor
AEES Position: Journal of Ecological
Engineering Design Committee
Background: Dr. Arias grew up in the Colombian Andes, thinking he was going to become an anthropologist.
He moved to Florida by himself when he was 17, and by hanging out at U of FL's Center for Wetlands in the
early 2000s opened his eyes to the world of ecology and engineering. After completing a BS and a ME in
Environmental Engineering from the University of Florida, he took a break from the swamp and moved to
New Zealand to do his PhD at the University of Canterbury. He returned to the US in 2014 for a postdoc in
Sustainability Science at Harvard, before arriving to USF in the Fall of 2016.

Research and Teaching Interests: Dr. Arias is an ecological engineer with 15 years of experience in water
resources sustainability in North America (Florida), South East Asia (Cambodia, Vietnam, Laos) and South
America (Colombia and Brazil). He have published 49 peer-reviewed articles (H-index of 21) in top scientific
journals including Science, Nature Sustainability, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, Water
Resources Research, and Journal of Hydrology. He has been the PI or Co-PI in 12 funded research projects at
USF for a total of US $2 million. His main expertise and interest relate to watershed-scale interactions among
climate, infrastructure, and water ecosystems in the tropics and sub-tropics.
Most exciting and/or surprising part of
your research: Dr. Arias went to New
Zealand for his PhD to get away from the
heat, humidity and flatness of Florida, Yet,
he ended up doing his dissertation in the
Mekong floodplains in Cambodia, which is
just as flat and hot. He has conducted most
of his research to date in this region, which
is one of the most amazing, coupled humannatural systems on Earth.
Two of Dr. Arias' PhD students (Megan Kramer
and Jess Boyer) downloading data from a LTC
logger in Charlotte Harbor Estuary
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Connections of your work to Ecological Engineering: Dr. Arias conducts some "classic" ecological
engineering research, for instance, one looking at constructed wetlands for landfill leachate, and two others
looking at coastal restoration (corals and mangroves). Apart from these three, most of his projects
investigate interactions between water infrastructure and ecosystems, which is fundamental knowledge
needed in ecological engineering.
Fun fact about yourself: Dr. Arias lives with his wife and son on the banks of the Hillsborough River in Tampa,
so he considers myself a riparian organism these days. They get gator visits daily, but his favorite visitors are
the occasional great blue heron, bald eagle, and river otter that come for the fish. Dr. Arias is an admitted
terrible fisherman (except for plastic, which is easy), but he does enjoy paddling yearlong.

Dr. Arias and his family out with his research team that includes undergraduates, graduate students, and a post-doc.
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Get Featured in the Next Edition
We are always looking for new stories to tell, highlighting ecological engineering in academic, industries,
locally and abroad. If you have a project you would like highlighted, know someone we should interview, or
have pictures of groundbreaking research, please send them to our website manager, Brittany Santore
(brittany_santore@ncsu.edu) to be featured in our next edition of the AEES Quarterly.

Career Opportunities
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