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Although the term "ecological engineering" slowly gains broader recognition, ecological engineering has been practiced in the consulting market place for decades and continues to develop rapidly. Many applications of ecological technology, e.g., wetland mitigation, treatment wetlands, stream restoration, agricultural and environmental reuse of wastewaters, and phytoremediation of contaminated soil and groundwater, are readily-identified market commodities. But recent media attention on oil price hikes, global warming, and economic cycles might make one wonder about the future of ecological engineering as an occupation and a business. What can be said about future market demand for these types of services? 

Data from different sources allow at least an educated guess on the prospects for the next 5-10 years. First, a review of the workloads of professional ecological engineering consultants clearly show that a robust demand for these services exists now, and that the basis for those workloads will continue in their present form for foreseeable future. When these workloads are compared to those of similarly classified engineers and scientists over the past 20 years, the practice of ecological engineering can be seen to have evolved from assessment to design and from design to construction and operation. A review of the economic and regulatory drivers that affect the business of ecological engineering will be presented.

Second, employment projections of the US Department of Labor offer useful forecasts of the market for environmental engineers and natural scientists - those occupations that are most readily associated with ecological engineers.  These forecasts indicate employment growth in these fields, but historic data reveal trends in employment that track the Gross National Product (GNP), which should give one pause when trying to extend projections to a world of shifting energy sources and economic priorities. However, these same forecasts of environmental change also indicate the real needs of the future, and the valuable role that ecological engineers can play in meeting those needs.

